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Why Site Preparation Matters in Central Texas

If you're building in Erath, Hood, or Palo Pinto County, your soil is likely a mix of rocky 
layers and expansive clay. Without proper grading and drainage, foundations can crack, 
driveways can erode, and structures can shift. Site preparation is one of the most important 
investments you’ll make in any construction project in Central Texas.

What Every Property Owner Should Evaluate

• Does my land slope naturally, or will it hold water?

• Do I need to remove cedar, mesquite, or oak trees?

• Is my property in a low-lying or flood-prone area?

• Will I need to raise or level the ground for a pad site?

• Is the soil type stable enough for building?

Step-by-Step Site Preparation Checklist

1. Site Survey & Evaluation

o Inspect slope, drainage paths, and soft spots.

o Review FEMA flood maps and USDA soil reports.

2. Land Clearing

o Remove brush, trees, and stumps completely.

o Fill and compact any holes left by roots or old debris.

Need on-site evaluation or pricing? Call 214-202-8294 or 
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3. Drainage Planning

o Design slopes to move water away from structures.

o Install swales, ditches, and culverts if necessary.

4. Grading

o Level the building site and shape surrounding areas.

o Ensure surface water flows safely away.

5. Pad Construction

o Build up pad elevation with select fill.

o Compact soil in layers to ensure long-term stability.

Local Considerations for Bluff Dale, Stephenville, and Weatherford, Texas

• Central Texas soils often swell and shrink — compaction is essential.

• Pad sites should be crowned or sloped to avoid water pooling.

• Use properly sized culverts at driveways and low crossings.

• Never build over stumps or organic debris — they create voids as they decay.

Why Hire a Local Expert

3BW Excavation & Dirt Work brings local experience and specialized knowledge to every 
project. We understand the terrain, weather patterns, and regulations specific to Bluff Dale, 
Stephenville, Granbury, Glen Rose, and nearby communities.

What we offer:

• Proven experience with Central Texas soils

• In-house equipment and grading precision

• Veteran-owned integrity and reliability

Need on-site evaluation or pricing? Call 214-202-8294 or 
visit https:l/3bexcavationanddirtwork.com/contact-us/ 


	Blank Page



